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effect for mankind : the one is, "The Son of Man came to give his life 
a ransom for many," and the other, " This is the new testament in my 
blood." In discussing the first passage Dr. Stalker insists that in 
every ransom there must be three parties : " first, the person to be 
ransomed ; second, the giver ; and third, the receiver of the ransom " 
(p. 180). On the strength of this statement he goes on to hold that 
Jesus taught that " by far the most important effect of his death was its 
effect upon the mind of God." He further declares that "to give his 
life a ransom sounds uncommonly like a reminiscence of the words of 
Isaiah, that he shall make his soul an offering for sin. If this be cor- 
rect, Jesus must have thought of himself as the servant of the Lord, 
about whose substitution for sinners such wonderful things are said by 
Isaiah." One would think that Dr. Stalker was giving the Pauline 
interpretation of Jesus' death, but on the contrary (p. 188) he declares : 
" I am holding rightly to the exposition of the words of Jesus 
himself, without adding or speculating." And this ransoming Dr. 
Stalker finally defines as follows : " It removed an obstacle to the free 
outflow of the divine love. It effected this by annihilating sin, and 
this is what is implied in the idea of ransom." Such exegesis shows 
that Dr. Stalker has failed to grasp Jesus' conception of the vicarious 
element of his own life, just as he has failed to appreciate the signifi- 
cance of the term " kingdom of God " in the teaching of Jesus. 

We have already expressed our appreciation of the undoubted 
excellencies of the book. We believe it will do good service. But he 
who would write upon Jesus' thought of himself should not begin such a 
work by rejecting with contempt critical scholarship, and then reading 
into scattered sayings of Jesus a theology correctly enough drawn 
from Paul, but utterly foreign to the words of Jesus as recorded in the 
synoptists. „ M 

A History of the Textual Criticism of the New Testament. By 

Professor Marvin R. Vincent, D.D. New York : The 
Macmillan Co., 1899. Pp. xii+185. #0.75. 

The magnificent work done upon the text of the New Testament 
by the last generation of scholars, particularly by Tischendorf, Tre- 
gelles, and Hort, might have led one to suppose that little was left to 
be done in this direction — that the text had been restored by them to 
a form as near the original as the data now extant make possible. 
The results of the arduous and scholastic labors of these great text 
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critics have converged so completely that the texts produced by them 
agree entirely in principle, and differ only in comparatively few and 
unimportant details. Nevertheless, this has not been the signal for a 
cessation of work in this field. On the contrary, the residuum of dis- 
agreement, the revaluation of some of the data, and the recovery of some 
new text-critical material have aroused more interest and attracted more 
study than even the last generation gave to the subject. The so-called 
Western, or better the Syro-Latin, text of which Codex Bezse is the 
special representative, appeals to the present generation of scholars as 
having a greater significance for the New Testament text than was 
accorded to it by Tischendorf, Tregelles, and Hort. Consequently a 
new school has arisen which maintains that the fundamental problems 
of New Testament textual criticism are still not completely solved, 
that the current standard texts are not to be regarded as final, and that 
we must move forward to a still better text than any which has yet 
been constructed. This is the position of B. Weiss, Nestle, Blass, 
Bousset, Belser, Salmon, and many others. 

But we do well to consider the long way we have already come. 
Many scholars in many centuries have wrestled with the intricate prob- 
lems of the New Testament text. Textual criticism has grown gradu- 
ally into a science, the text has been restored from well nigh chaos to 
comparative order, and we have reason to suppose that we are today 
nearer to the "autographic" text of the New Testament than even the 
Christians of the fourth century were. The story of this progress is an 
interesting and instructive one, effective for the removal of many false 
conceptions about the Bible which in times of ignorance have grown 
up in people's minds and have passed over into the common stock of 
traditional belief. 

It is this story which Professor Vincent has undertaken to tell in 
the volume here under review. It is a popular account of the trans- 
mission of the New Testament text by manuscripts, versions, patristic 
quotations, and much later by printed editions, with a characterization 
and estimate of the work done by successive scholars in this field. 
There are evident in the book a good knowledge of the subject, a wise 
discrimination in the selection of material, a skilful handling and pres- 
entation of technical matters, and a clear, attractive style, which, 
joined with well chosen typographical features and a series of excel- 
lent illustrations of manuscripts and editions of the New Testament, 
make a book of great merit and usefulness to the non-professional 
student of the Bible. For such it is intended, and to such we heartily 
recommend it. q yy y 



